How | Built This?

An anual reading project

Read, write, teach, share, every week.



How did | cut my teeth?



e 2015 The Economist

e 2016 Morning class + Reading club
e 2017-2021 Phenominal English

e 2022 Gap year

e 2023 English Learning Project

e 2024 Reading Project

e 2025 Reading Project 2.0
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Productize Yourself

“Productize’ and ‘yourself.’ ‘Yourself’ has
uniqueness. ‘Productize’ has leverage. 'Yourself

has accountability. ‘Productize’ has specific
knowledge. ‘Yourself * also has specific
knowledge in there. So all of these pieces,_you
can combine them into these two words."

READ MORE ON:
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/. am
' i0S l'l Android



Specific knowledge is
knowledge that you cannot be
trained for. If society can train
you, it can train someone else,

and replace you.

Naval Ravikant
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Before | commit to any project, | follow one cardinal rule: do what’s good for both yourself and
others.

Then | ask myself these six questions — they help me stay clear, honest, and aligned:

e \Why this project?

e How much time am | willing to give?

e |s the money worth the hassle?

e Does it benefit me in both the short term and the long term?
e Would | still want to do it if money weren’t a factor?

e And finally: why me?



Chaos and Order are not enemies,

only opposites. Chaos and Order

combined equal balance.

Richard Garriott




What if things go awry?
What if | fail to deliver?
What if | change halfway through?
What if it all falls apart?



1. Your cardinal rule
2. Your faith
3. Your growth
4. Communication
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Book Choice

THE INTERNATIONAL BESTSELLER EVERYTHING Is
Have You Eaten TUBERCULOSIS

Grandma?

JOHN GREEN

---------------------
THE ANTHROPOCENE REVIEWED
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Gyles Brandreth

NEW YORK TIMES BESTSELLER
The Next
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Reading notes



1 cannot teach
anybody anything,
lcanon ly make
them think.
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< — This is a book about that cure—why we

‘],-i 6EITH | L. B, NE N didn't find it until the 1950s, and why in the
decades since discovering the cure, we've

6 BERNMNEMEZARBRE Everything is allowed over 150,000,000 humans to die of

Tuberculosis, —ZHMSE%RIEEWER. tuberculosis.
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XABN Everything is Tuberculosis—the
history and present of tuberculosis reveal
the folly and brilliance and cruelty and

compassion of humans.
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Everything is Tuberculosis | At AiE—AFE X EZ0+H7

appjkuad72g7061.xet.citv.cn
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- Now we are two centuries removed from
the deaths of Jessy and Gregory Watts, and
nearly a century removed from the death of

my great-uncle Stokes.

XE removed WAKEMEREE. two centuries
removed from the deaths of Jessy and
Gregory Watts AJ AR AEEE Jessy
Gregory Watts ZEHEZTETHMHLE,

— Most Sierra Leoneans are multilingual,

but Henry spoke particularly good English,
especially for a kid his age, which made it
possible for us to have a conversation that
could go beyond my few halting phrases of

Krio.

halting ZAXEFTNERANGEEEEN, HMNAMA
ERTEHEHNIESKE.,

- Some were so emaciated that their skin

seemed wrapped tightly around bone.

¥ ime
- As you may recall from history class, the
Great War began after the assassination of
the Austro-Hungarian Archduke Franz

Ferdinand, which was—as assassinations go

—somewhat farcical.

farcical B8 farce (HE) , RRBEREN.
BRIFR—HM, IXRELEELHN, XEM farcical
KRARRETRE—BHEEE, LTRETRE. F
TCRIEL .

- Minutes later, their driver—who did
not know the streets of Sarajevo well—
took a wrong turn and stopped the car
to shift into reverse. And

where should that car stop except right

in front of Gavrilo Princip.
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Live-streaming prep
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CONTENTS

Dedication

Introduction: Gregory and Stokes

Chapter 1: Lakka

Chapter 2: Cowboys and Assassins
Chapter 3: Look at Our Railroads

Chapter 4: That Wealth Never Warded Off
Chapter 5: Whipped Away,

Chapter 6: Tiger Got to Hunt

Chapter /: The Flattering Malady

Chapter 8: The Bacillus

Chapter 9: Not a Person




contributions to the human collection of tools and knowledge, inventing a
machine that could copy sculptures and developing new strategies for
manufacturing chlorine to bleach textiles.

But Watt hoped this new project would be his most important yet. He
became obsessed with finding some kind of chemical solution to treat the
lung disease known to physicians as phthisis.

Watt’s daughter Jessy had died of phthisis at the age of fifteen in 1794.
And now his son, Gregory, was ill with the disease, suffering from the
classic symptoms of a persistent cough, night sweats, fever, and the
physical wasting of the body that gave the disease its colloquial name:
consumption. Gregory was in his early twenties, a skilled orator known for
being phenomenally attractive—one friend described him as “literally the
most beautiful youth I ever saw.”
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Bl Good English isn't about your accent: it's about your ability to communicate—
clearly, effectively, and (when you want to) passionately.

. In my book, anything that smacks of predictability and pretentiousness counts
as bad language.
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OR, THE LIFE-SAVING IMPORTANCE

OF CORRECT PUNCTUATION,
GRAMMAR, AND GOOD ENGLISH
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Bl Good English isn't about your accent: it's about your ability to

communicate—clearly, effectively, and (when you want to) passionately.

__In my book, anything that smacks of predictability and pretentiousness

counts as bad language.

S5H—-KEXiELCE, HINEZEHEPRAEEHESH word power, 1HES
BRAFRE, thpREIEMNZXKIATLE —Be accurate. Be ambitious. Be

adventurous. Be accepting. Be aware.
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Have You Eaten
Grandma?

OR, THE LIFE-SAVING IMPORTANCE
OF CORRECT PUNCTUATION,
GRAMMAR, AND GOOD ENGLISH

Gyles Brandreth
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.Good English isn't about your accent: it's about your ability to
communicate—clearly, effectively, and (when you want to)
passionately.

. Inmy book, anything that smacks of predictability and
pretentiousness counts as bad language.

5H—kiBRiECE, HIIEIZEHEPAMIRABSH word
power, 1HEZFMAFE, thNEIEARIAT E—ABe accurate.

Be ambitious. Be adventurous. Be accepting. Be aware.



START YOUR OWN
PRJECT



One repays a teacher
badly if one always
remains nothing but a

pupil.

FRIEDRICH NIETZSCHE

MINIMALISTQUOTES.COM




